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Summary – the study will analyze the evolution of the animal production and the 
animal effectives in the period 2002 – 2004 in EU and in Romania. 
The purpose of the study is to emphasize the differences between the Romanian and 
EU  zootechnics  according  to  the  in  formation  supplied  by  the  EU  and  national 
statistics. We analyzed the zoo-technical production, its percentage from the total 
agricultural production, the evolution of the animal effectives comparing the present 
situation in EU – 15, EU – 25 and Romania.  
Key words: production, animals, percentage, zootechny, porcine, agriculture, ovine, 
goats.  
 
Introduction 
 
The Romanian zootechny after 1990 is characterized by: 
-  The decrease of the animal effectives and of the zoo-technical production; 
-  The decrease of the zoo-technical production percentage compared to the 
total agricultural production; 
-  The decrease of the internal production capacity to cover the consumption 
needs and the increase of the importation. 
All these imposed, both in the period before joining EU and in the period of 
joining EU, measures to re-establish the Romanian zootechny, to adapt it to the EU 
standards.  
 
Results and Discussions 
 
In the first part of the study we presented a situation of the zoo-technical 
production evolution (millions of Euro at the producer’s price). 
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Animal production (at producer’s price) 
Table 1. (Mil. Euro) 
  2002  2003  2004 
UE-15  108.764  106.872  109.264 
UE-25  121.731  118.294  121.576 
Romania  4.144  3.671  3.368 
Source: L’agriculture dans L’union Europeenne- Informations statistiques et 
economiques -2005 
 
From the table we can notice the following results: 
-  A slow increase, with 4.6%, of the zoo-technical production value 
in EU - 15; 
-  A decrease with 0.1% in EU – 25, the explanation is that all the 10 
countries which joined EU – 25 had difficulties regarding the zoo-technical 
production in the pre-joining period; 
-  A  decrease  with  187.7%  of  the  zoo-technical  production  in 
Romania as a consequence of the Romanian agriculture decline. 
 
The percentage of the zootechny compared to the agricultural production 
Table 2 (%) 
  2002  2003  2004 
UE-15  47,16  46,28  45,53 
UE-25  47,84  46,64  45,94 
Romania  43,12  35,38  26,96 
Source: own calculations 
 
The percentage of the zoo-technical production compared to the agricultural 
production is almost identical in EU – 15 and EU – 25 being between 45.53% and 
47.84% while in Romania the percentage is lower, being between 26.96% in 2004 
and 43.12% in 2002, a negative phenomena which demonstrates the regression of 
the Romanian agriculture.  
In  the  study  we  analyzed  the  evolution  of  some  animal  species:  bovine, 
porcine, ovine and goats.  
Concerning the bovine effective, the situation is the following: 
Bovine effective 
Table 3 (thousands of animals) 
  2002  2003  2004  2005 
UE-15  79.965  78.472  77.461  76.637 
UE-25  90.340  88.704  87.475  86.410 
Romania  2.800  2.878  2.897  2.812 
% of 
Romania in UE-
25(%) 
3,09%  3,24%  3,31%  3,25% 
Source: L’agriculture dans L’union Europeenne- Informations statistiques et 
economiques -2005   643
 
Both in EU – 15 and in EU – 25 we can notice a decrease of the bovine 
effective with 4.2% compared to 4.4% in 2002. The explanation could be: 
-  The tendency to reduce the overproduction in EU – 15 
-  The pre-joining period of new countries for EU - 25; 
In  the  case  of  Romania,  the  increase  of  bovine  effective  is  irrelevant 
(+0.4%), but it emphasize the re-establishment process of the zootechny. 
The bovine effective of Romania is maintained during the analyzed period 
and is around 2800 thousands of animals, representing almost 3.25% of the EU – 
25 effective. 
The porcine effective 
Table 4 (thousands of animals) 
  2002  2003  2004  2005 
UE-15  122.712  122.215  121.661  122.680 
UE-25  152.902  154.356  152.793  151.143 
Romania  4.447  5.058  5.145  6.189 
% of Romana in 
UE-25(%) 
2,91%  3,28%  3,37%  4,10% 
Source: L’agriculture dans L’union Europeenne- Informations statistiques et 
economiques -2005 
 
Concerning the porcine effective, the situation is the following: 
-  The effective is unchanged in EU – 15 (an irrelevant decrease of 0.03%); 
-  A decrease of 1.1% in EU – 25, the explanation for the decrease in both 
cases is the development of the competition at international level for the pork trade. 
In the case of Romania, after the important decline from the period 1990 – 
2000, a slow re-establishment process began which increased the porcine effective 
in the analyzed period with 39.2%, far below the level of 1991, when the effective 
was around 12 million animals.  
In 2005, Romania is on the 9
th place (with 3.25%) regarding the percentage 
of the total porcine effective of EU – 25.  
The biggest porcine owners were: Germany 17.45%, Spain 16.5%, Poland 
11.5%, Denmark 8.9% and Holland 7.4% of the total effective of EU – 25. 
Another analyzed species is the ovine.  
 
The ovine effective 
Table 5 (thousands of animals) 
  2001  2002  2003  2004 
UE-15  94.850  90.325  87.674  86.625 
UE-25  97.146  92.673  89.984  89.305 
Romania  7.657  7.251  7.312  7.466 
% of Romania 
in UE-25(%) 
7,88%  7,82%  8,13%  8,36% 
Source: L’agriculture dans L’union Europeenne- Informations statistiques et 
economiques -200   644
For the period 2001 – 2004 we have the following results: 
-  in  EU-15  the  effective  decreased  with  8.7%  and  in  EU  –  25 
decreased with 8.1%; 
-  in Romania the decrease was 2.5% but the effective of 2004 was 
far below the level of 1990, representing only 49% of this effective.  
Romania owns an important percentage of ovine, 8.36% of the total f EU in 
2004,  being  on  the  6
th  place.  Spain  (25.7%),  Great  Britain  (27.6%),  Greece 
(10.3%), France (10.1%) and Italy (9.1%) have also high percentages of the total of 
EU – 25. 
Goat effective 
Table 6 (thousands of animals) 
  2001  2002  2003  2004 
UE-15  11.664  12.159  11.873  11.427 
UE-25  12.410  12.984  12.517  11.996 
Romania  538  525  633  662 
% of 
Romania in 
UE-25(%) 
4,34%  4,04%  5,05%  5,52% 
Source: L’agriculture dans L’union Europeenne- Informations statistiques et 
economiques -2005 
 
Both in EU – 15 and in EU – 25 there was a decrease of the effective of 
goats, 2.0% and 3.3%. 
In Romania the effective increased in the period 2001 – 2004 with 23% but it 
represents only 62% of the level of 1990 (1017 animals). 
Romania is one of the most important goat breeders of EU, being on the 5
th 
place after Greece (42.3%), Spain (23.6%), France (10.2%) and Italy (5.2%). 
 
Conclusions 
 
The most important conclusions: 
-  the animal production in EU knew slow increases or irrelevant decreases, due to 
the tendency to reduce the overproduction compared to the internal consumption 
and the demand at international level; 
-  Romania is situated in the unfavorable context of the zoo-technical production 
decrease, the internal demand exceeds the internal production and determines the 
importation;  
-  Romania has a very low percentage of the zoo-technical production compared to 
the total production and this is a consequence of the crisis from this domain and 
of the slow re-establishment; 
-  The bovine effective knew a decreasing tendency even after passing from EU – 
15 to EU – 25;  
-  In Romania the effective had an irrelevant increase of 0.4% and represents only 
444.7% of the effective of 1990;    645
-  The porcine effective knew irrelevant decreases in EU, maintaining the European 
Community among the biggest meat and meat products producers;  
-  In  Romania,  after  the  decline  from  the  period  1991  –  2000,  the  effectives 
increased with 39.2% in 2005 compared to 2002, but this effective represents 
only 53% of the effective from 1990; 
-  The ovine represent a declining species knowing decreases between 8.1 and 8.7% 
in EU; 
-  In Romania the decline of ovine breeding did not stop even after 2000, meaning 
that the existent effectives from 2004 represented 49% of the effectives of 1990; 
-  The goat effective knew also a decreasing tendency but EU remains an important 
owner and producer;  
-  In Romania even if the effective increased with 23% in the period 2002 – 2004, it 
is still below the effective of 1990, representing 65% of this effective.   
 
Bibliografy 
 
1.  Ioana  Anda  Milin  (2006)-  The  agricultural  products’  market-past,  present, 
perspectives, Eurostampa publishing house. 
2.  Corina Ruset (2008)-Management- Ed. Solness, Timisoara- 
3.  ***EU  newsletter  (2005)-  L’agriculture  dans  L’union  Europeenne- 
Informations statistiques et economiques. 
4.***INS (2006)- The annual statistic of Romania 
 
 
 
 
 